
 

 

 

I’m just old enough to remember the days when people would wear black to indicate that they were in mourning.  Widows 

would wear black dresses of proper length and men would wear black suits or black arm bands.  The outside was a        

reminder of the internal sadness, both to the bearer and those who would meet them along the way. 
 

That tradition has long passed and mourning has taken on a whole new dimension.  Instead of being sad at some ones pass-

ing we are to “celebrate” their life and their accomplishments.  Mourning is no longer the focus, how many times have we 

heard people say “I don’t want a sad funeral, make it a happy one!” 
 

Death has been with us since sin entered the world.  Physical death is the remnant of sin even for those who believe in   

Jesus.  Yet eternal death gave way to eternal life through faith in Jesus.  Through Him those who believe even though they 

die have the hope of eternal life.  That is the source of our joy in the face of death. 
 

The first reading today begins with “Jerusalem take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory 

from God forever”.  This prophetic message is fulfilled in Jesus Christ; during this Advent season may we clothe ourselves 

in the glory that is ours in Jesus Christ.  May the tears of those who mourn be turned to tears of joy through the power of 

His Incarnation. 
 

—Fr. Ken 

 

                                      PARISH COLLECTION 
 

Envelopes:            $12,988.50   (209 parishioners) 

ACH/WeShare:            $   3,917.67     (34 parishioners) 
Loose:                   $       528.00 
Children:            $     84.25 

Total collected last week:          $17,518.42      Thank you! 
 

An average of $16,000 in weekly contributions is needed to offset the 
cost of living increase for parish expenses, etc.  Thank you! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______ 

Parish News 

 

December 9, 2018    
Second Sunday of Advent 

 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 

Mitchell Catholic Youth Pancake Breakfast—TODAY 
Sunday, December 9th, from 9am - 12 noon in the Holy 
Family Church basement. This is a fundraiser for the 
Mission Trip to Mexico in July 2019. (Free-will offering). 
Monetary donations towards the effort will be accepted 
please contact  Sonja  VanErdewyk  at  605-770-6463.  
"Matching funds provided by a Gather for Service Grant from 
the Catholic United Financial local Parish Volunteer Team." 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS for Christmas flowers and  
decorations are now being accepted. This year flower 
dedications will be listed by giver only in the Memorial 
Insert. You may still list the names of your loved ones on 

the donation envelope, as they will be placed in remembrance in the 
sanctuary throughout the Christmas Season. Your donation may be 
placed in the collection basket or brought to the parish office by 
noon on Tuesday, December 18th to be listed in the insert. 

HOLIDAY FRUIT BASKETS: The Stewardship 
Committee will again be distributing Holiday Fruit 
Baskets to the homebound. A local grocery store will 
put the baskets together which will include fruit, nuts 

& sweets. We are accepting monetary donations to help with 
the expense which may be placed in the Sunday collection or 
brought to the parish office. Please label accordingly.     
Questions? Call Mary Timmer at 996-2419. 

Holy Family Children’s Christmas Tree 
The children of the Holy Family Parish are invited to 
take home an ornament from a box in the gathering 

space, decorate it and return it by Sunday, December 23rd. 
The decorated ornaments will be displayed on trees in the 
gathering space. Children are welcome to take their orna-
ment home following Mass on January 13th.  

The Mass - A New Series by Bishop Robert Barron 

In continuation of our focus on education in liturgy and 
music, we will be offering Bishop Barron’s series, consist-

ing of a video lecture and discussion questions, on Sundays 

at 3:00 pm - December 9th, and 16th in the Holy Family 

gathering space. 

HOLY FAMILY/HOLY SPIRIT COMMUNAL PENANCE SERVICE 
DEC 16 (Sun.)     Holy Family Church, Mitchell – 3:00pm 

ADVENT CONFESSION SCHEDULE AT HOLY FAMILY                                  
DEC  17   (Mon.)   1:00pm 
DEC  18   (Tue.)   5:30pm 
DEC  19   (Wed.) 12:00pm and 5:30pm 
DEC  20   (Thu.) 12:00pm and 5:30pm 
DEC 21    (Fri.) 12:00pm  
DEC  22   (Sat.)   3:30pm 
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CHURCH DECORATING - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23rd 

We will begin to decorate the church and gather-

ing area for Christmas at 1:00 PM on Dec 23. Men, 

women, families, those who have helped before 

and first timers are wanted and needed. Please 

help us prepare our parish home for the celebration of 

our Savior’s birth.  

Dear friends, thank you for all the lovely 
cards and birthday wishes from your    
generous hearts! It was a birthday to     

remember because of friends like you. I sincerely 
appreciate your blessings and love! —Blanche Krell 



 

Faith Formation News 
    

                            Holy Family & Holy Spirit Catholic Churches 
                              K-6:  Christine Lemmer – 996-3842  familyformation@ffmitchell.com       
                                      7-12:  Briana Mueller – 933-9331   youthdirector@ffmitchell.com  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Robin Cahoy – Principal  
1510 W Elm Ave, Mitchell, SD  57301 
605-996-2365 – Website: www.johnpaul2.org 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

Ministry Schedules 

12/09 Youth Pancake Breakfast - 9am to 12 noon - Church Bsmt 
 Bishop Barrens ‘The Mass’ - 3pm - Gathering Space 
12/11 Eucharistic Adoration - 8:30am to 8:00pm  
 Legion of Mary - 4pm Tues. - Bishop Hoch Villa, (1416 W Cedar) 

 Confessions - 5:30pm - Church 
 Parish Council Mtg - 7pm - Nazareth Rm 
12/12 JPII School Mass - 9am - Holy Spirit Church  
12/15 Confessions - 3:30pm - Church 
12/16 Advent Communal Penance Service - 3pm - Holy Family Church 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar of Events 

 
 

 

 

 

  Nicole Fuhrer - Planned Giving Officer 
  221 E 3rd St, Mitchell, SD  57301 
  Office– 605-999-9127   Cell– 605-999-5026 
  Website: nfuhrer@ccfesd.org   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Feeling gratitude and not expressing it, is like wrapping a 
present and not giving it."  W.A. Ward - My heart is over-

flowing with gratitude for the recent outpouring of support of our    
Annual Fund Drive.  I do not want to go without expressing my thanks, 
but feel like I'm the one who has received the gift.  It is such a     
blessing to have your prayerful and financial support of our           
mission.  Know that I pray over each gift in gratitude for your steward-
ship, and that your hearts may be filled with joy!  May the Peace of 
Christ live in your hearts this Advent.  

John Paul School II News 

       The Student Council continues to join the churches in asking for donations 
for the Advent Baby Shower. We have provided a special place for the baby 
items at the school. 
       Our School Advent project is to collect food to donate to the Mitchell 
Snack Pack program as our monthly service project. Each class is responsible 
for one food item. We thank you for your continued generosity as we show our 
students the importance of giving to others.  
       There will be a special presentation about Our Lady of Guadalupe given 
by Miss Chris Lemmer this week.  This presentation is one of our many Advent 
learning lessons.   
       We feel incredibly blessed that our new Promethean Boards have arrived. 
They will be installed in the upcoming week.  These Promethean Boards are a 
gift from the many generous people who financially supported our Bids for 
Kids fundraising event last spring.   
       The students will enjoy the presentation by PS Publishing on Friday.  
There will be a sharing of books and author visits with the students.  The pro-
motion of reading is of utmost importance to all our students. 

MEALS ON WHEELS: We are still in need of 3 drivers 
to deliver Meals on Wheels the week of Christmas.    

Call Marcia Sprinkel at 770-2328 if you can help out. 

The KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS extend a personal 
invitation to Catholic men 18 and older to become a 
member of their order. The Knights will be inducting 

new members on Tuesday, Dec. 18th at 7:00 pm at John Paul 
II School.  Please be there by 6:45. If you have questions, con-
tact Tom Bechen @ 770-9798 or Vince Boddicker @ 770-9913.    

As we begin to look to the end of 2018, please consider making 
an end of the year tax deductible contribution to the John Paul II 
Adopt -A-Student Fund.  This fund allows families to attend John 
Paul II School who otherwise would not be able to due to financial 
difficulty.  To receive more information on this very special program, 
please call the school at 996-2365. 

ADVENT SHOWER:  

Please participate in the Annual Advent 

Shower, going on now and continuing 

through Advent until  December 23. PLEASE 

NOTE* this year we are especially asking 

for: diapers (all sizes), baby wipes, receiving blankets, and lap 

blankets for nursing home residents. Items can be left in the 

designated area in the gathering space. Thank you!   

Mon. Dec. 10      8:00 am Z Rosemary Peschong 
Tues. Dec. 11      8:00 am Z Ellen Koehmstedt 
Wed. Dec. 12      8:00 am Z Margaret Sullivan 
Thurs. Dec. 13    8:00 am Z Larry Hauser 
Fri. Dec. 14           8:00 am Z Colleen Nohr 
Sat. Dec. 15        5:00 pm Z Patricia Koupal 
Sun. Dec. 16       8:30 am  Laurence & Veona Johnston family 
             10:00 am              Holy Family Parish 
             11:30 am  Duane Welch 

Be sure to visit our website at www.ffmitchell.com for updated         
information and resources. 
 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTER NEWS: 
Our December 13th meeting will be at Avera Brady 
with caroling at 6:30pm and a cookie exchange to   

follow. Roll call will be your favorite Christmas gift you've   
received or given. 

Upcoming for Faith Formation:    
November Gr. K-6 Gr. 7-12 

12 Home Lessons Small Group Sessions  

19 Home Lessons 
Small Group Sessions 
CDA and Knights’ Essay/
Art Contest Due 

26 Home Lessons  No Sessions (Christmas) Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers 
12/15   5:00pm L-V Redder; EM-Deacon Graves; EMHC-M Redder,  
     M VanderHeiden, S Schreiner, B Robinson,  
     R Wuertzer, (M Bittner—Sub request) 
12/16   8:30am L-J Feiner; EM-J&J Schlimgen, B&E Sullivan,  
     D&C Harrell, D Nesheim 
          10:00am L-D Uher; EM-C&L Bannwarth, R&T Kriese, C Symes,  
     P Essig, D Price 
          11:30am L-A Sankara; EM-K Ewing, J Hunt, K Mohr  

                                                                 

Mass Servers 
12/15   5:00pm C&E Delehant, J Ebert  
12/16   8:30am J&S Mentele, M Morrison 
          10:00am M Moody, (N&C McCormick—Sub requests) 
          11:30am A Moller, C Niehoff, F Sankara 
 

Greeters 
12/15   5:00pm J&N Fradet, J&C Lynde, O Vermeulen 
12/16   8:30am R&D Kelly, D Kirkus, H Titze, T Zens 
          10:00am M Alexander, M Novak, B&B Puetz, K Soukup 
          11:30am R Morgan, H&L Andersen, M Kattner, Z Mohr 

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS  BASKETS: 
Peanut butter donations for the Salvation Army 
Christmas baskets should be brought directly to the 
parish.  Please place in the green container in the 

Gathering Space entrance.  Donations must be received by 
Friday,  December 7th.  Thank you! 
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