
 

 

On my day off, I decided to go back to my childhood days and help hang Christmas lights on a house.  But as a priest,          
I have to ponder the question of whether I should or not.  I know that Advent is a time of waiting and is even a penitential 
season until the Savior comes and runs into contrast with the joy of wish lists, shopping, and presents that we encounter 
during this season. As I’ve gotten older, but not necessarily wiser, I want to experience something more than the glitz of 
this Season but a hope that is tough to pin-point.  A hope that radiates, even when the darkened skies that come early, and 
the spirit starts to lessen.  Lights on Christmas houses can bring a smile to ones face and ring joy into their heart.  With a 
much deeper reality in mind, those times of: trial, darkness, hopelessness, struggle that the human condition inherited from 
the sin of Adam, can find hope in the true light. The true light, Jesus Christ, came to dispel darkness and bring light into 
our lives. Those Christmas lights shine through the darkness of the night and reflect (I know, in a very small way) the great 
light, Jesus Christ, coming into this world. 
 

I may be off my rocker (very well could be) but isn’t this what Christmas decorations are intended to do? If we look at 
Christmas decorations as a reminder of the great hope of Jesus Christ, we will put them up with great zeal this season.   
Every time we drive by lights or encounter various decorations this season, a smile will come to our face. True, it is a       
penitential season, but we will call it a joyful penitential season.  The true light is not far off in the distance…. 
 

—Fr. Barry 

 

                                      PARISH COLLECTION 
 

Envelopes:            $  7,811.00   (226 parishioners) 

ACH/WeShare:            $        625.00     (7 parishioners) 
Loose:                   $   1,072.78 
Children:            $    101.50 

Total collected last week:          $    9,610.28      Thank you! 
 

An average of $16,000 in weekly contributions is needed to offset 
the cost of living increase for parish expenses, etc.  Thank you! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______ 

Parish News 

We Welcome through the Living Waters of Baptism:  
JADE CHRISTINE, daughter of Thomas & Alison 
(Fergen) Freidel. May our Lord shower you with an 
abundance of His grace and blessings. 

 

Holy Family Parish extends our deepest sympathy  
 

to the family and friends of Tami Sudbeck of Mitchell 
on her recent passing.  May our Lord bless and com-

fort you and your family during this time of great sorrow.  

December 2, 2018    
First Sunday of Advent 

 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION Mass Times: 
Friday, December 7th – 5:30 PM  

Saturday, December 8th – 8:30 AM  
This year the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
(Dec. 8), falls on a Saturday, but remains a holy day of obli-
gation. This is in addition to the obligation for Sunday, so 
Catholics ought to plan to attend two Masses that weekend. 

Mitchell Catholic Youth Pancake Breakfast 
There will be a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Dec. 9th, 
from 9am - 12 noon in the Holy Family Church basement. 
This is a fundraiser for the Mission Trip to Mexico in July 
2019. Menu: pancakes, sausage, fruit, juice, water and  
coffee. A Free-will offering will be accepted. If you would 
like to donate monetarily towards the effort, please     
contact  Sonja  VanErdewyk  at  605-770-6463.  
"Matching funds provided by a Gather for Service Grant from 
the Catholic United Financial local Parish Volunteer Team."  

MEMORIAL DONATIONS for Christmas flowers and  

decorations are now being accepted. This year flower 

dedications will be listed by giver only in the Memorial 

Insert. You may still list the names of your loved ones on 

the donation envelope, as they will be placed in remembrance in the 

sanctuary throughout the Christmas Season. Your donation may be 

placed in the collection basket or brought to the parish office by 

noon on Tuesday, December 18th to be listed in the insert. 

HOLIDAY FRUIT BASKETS: The Stewardship 
Committee will again be distributing Holiday Fruit 
Baskets to the homebound. A local grocery store will 
put the baskets together which will include fruit, nuts 

& sweets. We are accepting monetary donations to help with 
the expense which may be placed in the Sunday collection or 
brought to the parish office. Please label accordingly.     
Questions? Call Mary Timmer at 996-2419. 

Holy Family Childrenôs Christmas Tree 
This weekend, the children of the Holy Family Parish 
are invited to take home an ornament from a box in 

the gathering space, decorate it and return it by Sunday,        
December 23rd. The decorated ornaments will be displayed 
on trees in the gathering space. Children are welcome to 
take their ornament home following Mass on January 13th.  

SALVATION ARMY CHRISTMAS  BASKETS: 
Peanut butter donations for the Salvation Army 
Christmas baskets should be brought directly to the 

parish.  Please place in the green container in the Gather-
ing Space entrance. We are still in need of about 150 jars.  
Donations must be received by Friday, December 7th.  

The Mass - A New Series by Bishop Robert Barron 

In continuation of our focus on education in liturgy and 
LTRHBu VD VHKK AD NEEDQHMF #HRGNO #@QQNM½R RDQHDRu BNMRHRS¥

ing of a video lecture and discussion questions, on Sundays 

at 3:00 pm - December 2nd, 9th, and 16th in the Holy  

Family gathering space. 
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Faith Formation News 
    

                            Holy Family & Holy Spirit Catholic Churches 
                              K-6:  Christine Lemmer ï 996-3842  familyformation@ffmitchell.com       
                                      7-12:  Briana Mueller ï 933-9331   youthdirector@ffmitchell.com  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Robin Cahoy ð Principal  
1510 W Elm Ave, Mitchell, SD  57301 
605-996-2365 ï Website: www.johnpaul2.org 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Weekly Mass Intentions 

Ministry Schedules 

12/02 Bishop Barrens ôThe Massõ - 3pm - Gathering Space 
12/04 Eucharistic Adoration - 8:30am to 8:00pm  
 Legion of Mary - 4pm Tues. - Bishop Hoch Villa, (1416 W Cedar) 

 Confessions - 5:30pm - Church 
12/05 JPII School Mass - 9am - Holy Spirit Church  
 St. Joseph Guild - 5:15pm - Holy Spirit Parish Hall 
12/07 Immaculate Conception Mass - 5:30pm 
12/08 Immaculate Conception Mass - 8:30am 
 Confessions - 3:30pm - Church 
12/09 Youth Pancake Breakfast - 9am to 12 noon - Church Bsmnt 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________             

Calendar of Events 

 
 

 

 

 

  Nicole Fuhrer - Planned Giving Officer 
  221 E 3rd St, Mitchell, SD  57301 
  Officeï 605-999-9127   Cellï 605-999-5026 
  Website: nfuhrer@ccfesd.org   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

By now you should have all received a letter and pledge form for 
our Annual Fund Drive. I personally ask each of you to prayerfully consider 
participating with your financial pledge and with prayers of support. One of 
my long term goals is to "drought proof" the budgetary needs of Holy Family 
parish, including our Faith Formation programs and John Paul II School.  It's 
definitely not going to happen overnight, in a year or even over ten 
years.  But, with prayer, planning and conversation it can happen. I would 
love to have this conversation with YOU! Let's talk! 
God's blessings to you during this Advent season. May your hearts be 
opened to all of the spiritual gifts God has in store for you.  ðNicole 

John Paul School II News 

        Welcome to the beginning of Advent! Our theme this year is ñPrepare 
Your Heart for Christmasò. The students and staff will be involved in many 
activities for the month of December sharing in the Advent season with their 
John Paul II family.   
        The Pre II ï 6th grade Christmas concert will be held at the Performing 
Arts Center on Tuesday, December 18th at 6:30 pm.   
        We welcome Pamela Rasmussen as the new computer teacher at John 
Paul II.  She will begin her position on Dec. 3rd.  We wish Mrs. Lisa Larson the 
best as she begins her new position at DWU.  
        Our last SCRIP order is planned for the morning of December 12.  
Please call the office to pre-order or let us know what gift cards you 
would like so we are sure to have them on hand for you.   
        Finally, as 2018 comes to a close please remember that all gifts donated 
to the John Paul II Adopt-A-Student fund are not only tax deductable, but also 
help many families attend our Catholic School who might otherwise not be 
able due to financial restraints.  Please call the school for more information.   

Meals on Wheels News:   
We are still in need of 4 drivers to deliver Meals on 
Wheels from now until December 28th.  Please call 

Marcia Sprinkel at 770-2328 to volunteer. 

Assistant Cook ǧ John Paul II School: We are actively searching 
for an assistant cook for the School. The position involves assisting 
the head cook in preparing and serving meals, kitchen clean up, 
assisting with stocking inventory, and various paperwork. Applica-
tion forms can be found at www.johnpaul2.org. Please submit your 
application by December 3, 2018 to: Robin Cahoy, Principal, rob-
in.cahoy@k12.sd.us 0r 1510 West Elm Avenue, Mitchell, SD  57301 

ADVENT SHOWER:  

Please participate in the Annual Advent 

Shower, going on now and continuing 

through Advent until  December 23. PLEASE 

NOTE* this year we are especially asking for: diapers (all siz-

es), baby wipes, receiving blankets, and lap blankets for nurs-

ing home residents. Items can be left in the designated area in 

the gathering space. Thank you!   

Mon. Dec. 03      8:00 am Z Doris Jaton 
Tues. Dec. 04      8:00 am Z Clarence and Frieda Stratman 
Wed. Dec. 05      8:00 am Z Gordy Walz 
Thurs. Dec. 06    8:00 am Z Clarence Stratman 
Fri. Dec. 07           8:00 am Z Kirk & Kyle Oehlerking 
(I C Mass)              5:30 pm Z Tony Kummer 
Sat. Dec. 08 (IC)  8:30 pm             Holy Family Parish 
               5:00 pm Z Tony Kummer 

Sun. Dec. 09       8:30 am              Holy Family Parish 
             10:00 am  Doug Zweifel 
             11:30 am  David Ditter 

Be sure to visit our website at www.ffmitchell.com for updated         
information and resources. 
 

Upcoming for Faith Formation:    

December Gr. K-6 Gr. 7-12 
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Parents and children meet for Family 
Formation 6:00-7:30 pm. Confessions 
for Gr. 3-6 youth. Adults are invited to 
the talk in Holy Spirit Parish Hall at 
6:00 pm by Christine Lemmer on The 
Lord Keeps His Promises. 

No Small Group Ses-
sions. 

12 Home Lessons Small Group Sessions  

19 Home Lessons 
Small Group Sessions 
CDA and Knightsô Es-
say/Art Contest Due 

26 Home Lessons No Sessions 
(Christmas) 

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers 
Immaculate Conception Masses: 
12/07   5:30pm L-J Schumacher; EMHC-T&S Kirby, D Price, M&M Ommen,  
      B&E Sullivan 
12/08   8:30am L-J Feiner; EMHCï R&C Scheich, Volunteer 
Weekend Masses: 
12/08   5:00pm L-M Pecenka; EM-Deacon Graves; EMHC-R&C Scheich,  
     T&S Kirby, S Loecker, D Petersen  
12/09   8:30am L-M Ommen; EM-F&M Bruna, A Deinert, T Magnuson,  
     D Nesheim, M Ommen, J Schroeder 
          10:00am L-N Sparks; EM-C&L Bannwarth, A Sparks, W&M Puetz,  
     D Price, K Mohr 
           11:30am L-P Paulson; EM-T&M Day, J Paulson   

                                                                 

Mass Servers 
Immaculate Conception Masses: 
12/07   5:30pm 3 Volunteers 
12/08   8:30am 3 Volunteers 
Weekend Masses: 
12/08   5:00pm I Husmann, E Vermeulen, C Groepper  
12/09   8:30am J Herrlein, L LeBrun, C Miller 
          10:00am J&R Rients, E Schoenfelder 
          11:30am C Bartunek, B Jarding, J Wyatt 
 

Greeters 
Immaculate Conception Masses: 
12/07   5:30pm Volunteers 
12/08   8:30am Volunteers 
Weekend Masses: 
12/08   5:00pm L Dorale, J&J Fritzemeier, A Vermeulen, O Vermeulen 
12/09   8:30am B&D Everson, S Kirkus, E McGregor, T Zens 
          10:00am J Grosdidier, T&J Hohrman, T&C Riddle 
          11:30am C Hohrman, R Morgan, B&L Schleich, L VanDrongelen 
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